VAZHAKUNNAM AS A DRAMATIST

This is a comparatively shorter drama with only 5 rangas. It
seems that the dramatist has written it having realised the urgent
necessity of enlightening the people around him by a small drama
worthy to be staged.

ANUGRAHAM

This ekanka is the shortest of the dramas of Vazhakunnam,
comprising of only five pages. Anybody going through it will au-
tomatically doubt why so short a work was written by a dramatist
from whose mind the voluminous dramas like Valmikiyum
Vyasanum were born. Vazhakunnam has purposefully selected a
rare and short theme. He has deliberately included many lines of
padya including slokas, poems and songs.

The theme of the drama is the conversations ofManu with his
daughter Devahuti and Devahuti with her intimate friend Vijaya.

The song sung by Svayambhuva Manu is very beautiful.57
Through the lines of the song the father blesses his daughter to be
fortunate enough to get little Krishna as her son. Later he requests
Devahuti to give him some duty by observing which he can re-
member her. Devahuti, getting ready for departure after her wed-
ding ceremony, replies that Manu may water the Tulasi plants
planted and brought up by her.58

Vazhakunnam develops Manu, talking simple words satu-

57. Vazhakunnam Vasudevan Nambudiri, Subhadra, op.cit, p.77.

58. Ibid.. p. 79.
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